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housing has a phenomenal strength to change the behavioral pattern of a community. Here in this paper Monihar 
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although Islam does not support caste based social discrimination still Muslim dominated mainstream society of the 
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era and these realities compelled them to live in inhumane conditions inside their slum. With this background, this re-

search aimed to identify the appropriate housing proposition that can change the behavioral pattern of the community 

to eliminate the public claim and thus it can include the Harijans into the mainstream society. Various types of survey 
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opment and provision of income generation are the suitable strategies to achieve the desired goal. Finally, a housing 

proposition has been simulated adopting those strategies. Here, in this simulated proposition housing is seen as a so-
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
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of Hindu caste-based social discrimination. Although, 

Muslim dominated society of East Bengal had no 

caste discrimination, the society never accepted the 

Harijans and treated them as ‘untouchable’ since 
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till today people fosters negligence to the Harijans 
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every Harijan in the cities of Bangladesh lives in slum 
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provided the 0.5-acre land of the slum upon their 

advent. Over time, the population of the community 

tripled but the land remained the same. High 

population density and poor sanitation infrastructure 
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resulted in inhumane living and frequent illness 
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out the appropriate housing for the Monihar Harijan 
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of the proposed design have been determined in a self-

help approach. Moreover, no preceding research or 

implemented project into sustainable Harijan housing 
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study, various types of survey methods such as non-
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to society’s negative outlook and second, the poor 

physical environment of the settlement. Both issues 
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so that it can contribute to eliminating poverty and 
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implementation plan.

2.0 SITE STUDY
2.1 Socio-cultural realities:
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reality, socially & culturally Harijans lead a very 

rich life of social compromise, mutual support, 
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space use pattern. They never bother about privacy 

and never close their doors. They use their ‘front of 

the house’ as a social meeting & sharing space. The 

most important thing is that they made the settlement 
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their architecture & settlement.

2.2 Socio-economic condition: 
Social realities compelled the Harijans to belong to 
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kept them poor for decades. All of them are cleaner 
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restaurants or shops. No one hires them for homestead 
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male & female members of a family try to contribute 

to the family income. Their average monthly family 
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income data:

Table 1. Income Data

2.3 Physical environment: 
The settlement of the Harijan is located in the 
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of 160 people are living in this settlement. The brick 
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from the municipal authority. Other houses are self-
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3.0 PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION AND 
SOLUTION
The major problem is found from the observation is 

the habit of unclean living of the Harijans. Although 

the socio-cultural-economic condition is a major 

catalyst behind the formation of a settlement, this 
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���������'	���
����	��
�'���������"	���3

3.1 Renovation of built form to tackle congestion 
and to provide quality built environment: 
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under the roof so that the goods can be kept and thus 

the usable space of the room has been increased. By 

considering every house as ‘a money maker’, several 

components have been added. The proposal suggested 

a conventional pigeon-cote in front of every housing 
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Fig. 2: Built-form Renovation

3.2 Rearrangement of the settlement to improve 
unhygienic environment: 
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Fig 3: The proposition 

3.3 Making catalyst to eliminate poverty & social 
exclusion: 
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‘unclean’. Therefore, a community market has been 
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products. The proposed community market is 

designed in such an architectural approach so that 
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‘unclean’ prejudice of the people and thus it may 
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4.0 IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
Every design decision has been taken keeping in 
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improvement of the Harijans the choice of material 

may be changed. 

4.1. Cost: 
Table 2. Development Cost

4.2 Development phase:
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housing unit, pig house & buy more young pigs for 

rearing.

ExtensionR enovation
Option Materials Cost Materials Cost

Wall Floor

01
Bamboo

Bamboo

+Wood

11000 
BDT 
�$Z%�
USD)

Bamboo

2000 
BDT 
�%&�
USD)

02
CI Sheet 

Bamboo
+Wood

16000
BDT 
�%)[�
USD)

CI Sheet

�)))

BDT
��Q�

USD)
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5.0 CONCLUSION
Housing is a process, not a product. Housing needs 

to engage the multiple socio-cultural, economic, 

and political dynamics surrounding the livelihood 

of residents and the politics of place, addressing the 

diversity in realities and necessities of communities. 

Similarly, housing integrates people and makes a 

change in their livelihood, socio-cultural-economic 

state even behavioral pattern [2]. Therefore, a housing 

can be used as a tool to make positive changes to 

a community. Human makes space and objects of 
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etc, according to their needs and demands. Through 

another lens, these needs and demands also can be 
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elements. Housing is an integration of livelihood and 

culture that produces its physical elements such as a 

house, roads, drains, public spaces as per culture and 

livelihood. Therefore, housing has the strength to 

impact on human psychology and thus it can change 

the livelihood, behaviors, and culture of the human.

It may be a matter of argument that- is it possible 
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society of Bangladesh is liberal to respect all people 

despite their economic condition or occupation. 
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her Harijan classmates. On a contrary, the parents 
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the ‘unclean’ accusatory of the mainstream people.

Fig 4: Proposed Master Plan

As discussed, ‘Housing’ as a process can reshape a 
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focused on the redesign of the settlement of Harijans, 
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accusatory from the mind of mainstream people and 
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eliminated. 
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